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WAIT, WHAT?

• Download all tweets from a hashtag • Turn the tweets into a word cloud
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STEP 1: GET TWITTER CREDENTIALS

• Go to 
https://developer.twitter.com/en/apps

• Create a blank app

• Copy consumer API keys, access 
token & secret
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https://developer.twitter.com/en/apps


STEP 2: SCRAPE THE HASHTAG
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PACKAGES REQUIRED: twitteR

Provide credentials and connect to twitter

Search parameters, and max no. 
tweets to return



STEP 2: SCRAPE THE HASHTAG

• Issue: twitter only allows searching back 
as far as 7 days

• Python alternative using screen scraping: 
https://github.com/taspinar/twitterscraper
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PACKAGES REQUIRED: twitteR

Provide credentials and connect to twitter

Search parameters, and max no. 
tweets to return

https://github.com/taspinar/twitterscraper


STEP 2: SCRAPE THE HASHTAG

@jennypannell

PACKAGES REQUIRED: twitteR



STEP 3: CLEAN UP TWEET DATA
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PACKAGES REQUIRED: tm, tidytext, stringr



STEP 3: CLEAN UP TWEET DATA

Count how often each word occurs
@jennypannell

PACKAGES REQUIRED: tm, tidytext, stringr

Break up tweets into vector of single words

Remove unwanted words, punctuation, numbers, etc



STEP 4: MAKE WORD CLOUD!
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PACKAGES REQUIRED: wordcloud2 (OPTIONAL: htmlwidgets, webshot)



STEP 4: MAKE WORD CLOUD!

• I used a palette from https://coolors.co/app
but you can use built-in colours

• Issues: wordcloud2 is glitchy - difficult to 
customise cloud and save output. 

@jennypannell

PACKAGES REQUIRED: wordcloud2 (OPTIONAL: htmlwidgets, webshot)

https://coolors.co/app


TA-DA!

#KindnessInScience

github.com/pannellj/twitter-clouds
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